
 

 

 
20th March 2020 

Dear Parent 
 
Coronavirus Update for Parents,  
 
The Government has announced this morning that parents are asked to keep their children at home 
wherever possible. 
 
Schools have been asked to try and remain open from Monday 23rd March to provide care for a 
limited number of children - children who are vulnerable and children whose parents are critical to 
the Covid-19 response if they cannot be safely cared for at home. If it is at all possible for children 
to be at home, then they should be. 
 
It is stressed that schools, colleges and other educational establishments remain safe places for 
children but the fewer children making the journey to school, and the fewer children in educational 
settings, the lower the risk that the virus can spread and infect vulnerable individuals in wider 
society. 
 
If there is no one at home who can care for your child, it is not safe for them to stay on their own 
and you fall into one of the following categories, please let us know by 4pm or as soon as you read 
this letter, via Dojo.  In order for us to properly prepare, it would be appreciated if you could do this 
today.  Please provide all of the following information in the following order:  
 

 Your occupation  

 Your contact details: email and telephone  

 Days you will be carrying out your key worker role  

 Your child/children’s names and classes 

 Please indicate whether your child is free school meal / packed lunch / school dinner  
 
Children will be required to wear full school uniform.  School will start at 8.50am and finish at 
3.20pm.  There will be no before or after school clubs so children must be picked up 3.20pm. 
 
Critical workers 
The government has defined critical workers working in the following sectors: 

1. Health and social care 
2. Education and childcare 
3. Key Public Services 
4. Local and national government 
5. Food and other necessary goods 
6. Public safety and national security 
7. Transport 
8. Utilities, communications and financial services 



 

 

 
Please follow this link for more detail https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-
educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-
information-for-parents-and-carers 
 
Can I please stress that in the efforts to reduce social interactions to limit the spread of the disease, 
this service is to be used to allow critical workers who cannot safely care for their children at home 
to continue to go to work. If our school is unable to provide care at any point because it is unsafe to 
do so we will work with neighbouring providers and the local authority to find an alternative setting 
for your child. 

With regards to external exams we expect a further update today and will then be able to provide 
greater clarity on how children and young people will be awarded the examination results that they 
deserve. 

The Government are currently working on a national voucher scheme to support parents of children 
who are eligible for free school meals. If your child is not attending school and they are entitled to 
free school meals, you can come in and collect lunch for them from 23rd March. We will confirm the 
times once we have more information.  If you normally pay for a school dinner, this service will still 
be available.  

It has been an extremely turbulent and emotional time and I would like to thank everyone for their 
messages of support and encouragement during this period. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Rochelle Richmond 
Headteacher  
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